DEFINITIONS: Al is a virus disease of poultry.
Al can be of low pathogenicity (LPAI), causing
mild disease and mortality. There are different strains of Al viruses: examples are H1N1
and H5N2. Some Al viruses can mutate and
become HPAI viruses.

WHAT ARE THE CLINICAL SIGNS (SYMPTOMS) OF AI? LPAI in
chickens and turkeys resembles and other mild respiratory disease (noise, swollen faces, conjunctivitis). In breeders it can
also cause a production drop and birds may produce soft
shelled eggs. With HPAI, the birds may become very quiet, not
eat or drink, have diarrhea, and discolored combs and feet.
Birds may also die suddenly without any signs of disease.
WHERE DOES AI VIRUS COME FROM? Natural carriers are
wild birds, especially waterfowl. Swine are sometimes infected with influenza viruses. Influenza viruses may change and
adapt to infect different mammals and birds, including humans.
HOW CAN IT BE SPREAD? HPAI can be spread from bird to
bird by direct contact or by manure, equipment, vehicles,
etc. Employees and visitors can also carry the virus on contaminated clothing and shoes.
DO WE HAVE AI IN OUR STATE? We do not
have Al in poultry in our state but are continuously monitoring for it.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP PREVENT YOUR FARM FROM BECOMING
INFECTED WITH AVIAN INFLUENZA?
1. ALWAYS use dedicated footwear or use provided foot baths or
boot wash to go into the poultry house.
2. Do not let poultry drink untreated surface water (from lakes,
streams, ponds, or rivers).
3. Clean up all outside feed spills promptly.
4. Bird proof houses; do not let wild birds nest close by.
5. Do not let waterfowl become residents on nearby ponds.
6. Dispose of all mortality completely and promptly.
7. Do not enter your poultry house directly after hunting or after
contact with ANY birds, including those from pet shops, zoos,
live bird markets, or people’s backyards.
8. Do not come into contact with your poultry after visiting birds
in another country.

