Decontamination of Animals Procedure
At the decontamination site, an animal decontamination line can be set up by animal control staff, with all the appropriate supplies.  The arrival point should be staffed by animal control personnel and veterinary technicians, so that the animal may be appropriately controlled, tagged and the process begun.  The animal should also be evaluated for injuries and the extent of possible contamination.  If necessary, the animal will be tranquilized to ease the decontamination process, or euthanized if injuries or exposure are too severe.  The animal will be placed on a disposable leash and moved to the gross decontamination area, where the actual process is begun.
The Animal Gross Decontamination area should be staffed by appropriately protected animal control personnel.  The animal’s collars, tags, or other effects should be removed and bagged, and the decontamination process begun with a soap and water solution.  The leash remains on during the process for control of the animal, and then discarded after the gross decontamination is complete.  A clean leash should be placed on the animal, and it should be wrapped in a large blanket or towel to prevent untoward environmental exposure.  Much like the human decontamination process, the animal should be constantly evaluated for changing signs and symptoms.

The second decontamination area is staffed with two animal control personnel, who process the animal through.  Leash and blanket or towel are removed and discarded, and the animal is again sprayed with a soap and water solution and then covered with a clean blanket and a new collar applied.  The solution remains on the animal to help dilute and potentially neutralize the agent while waiting to go to the third station.
The third decontamination area is staffed with two additional animal control staff.  This is the final animal decontamination station, and here the leash is again removed and discarded as well as the covering blanket.  The animal is rinsed with clean, fresh water (preferably temperature controlled) and wrapped in a clean blanket for environmental exposure.  A clean leash is also placed on the animal and it is taken to the clean area for assignment to a shelter or to the owner.

In the clean area, the animal is tagged as clean, and is evaluated by a veterinarian and animal control personnel.  Any wounds will be treated or, if serious enough, will be transported to a veterinary clinic.  If possible, the animal will be reunited with their owners.  Animals unclaimed will be transported to a local animal shelter or holding area, and their picture will be displayed at the clean side of the decontamination line.  This will assist in the reuniting of the owner and pet as expeditiously as possible.  

Deceased animals will be placed in an appropriate container on-site and left in the hot zone.  A hazardous materials contractor performing the clean-up will be responsible for the disposal of the animal at that point.
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