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2014 Specialty Crop Block Grant Program

Request for Proposals

February 26, 2014
The Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries is accepting Proposals for the 2014 Specialty Crop Block Grant program.

The following are eligible to apply:

· State and Local Governments/ Indian Tribal Governments

· Colleges and Universities

· Non-Profits

· For- Profits

All projects MUST show how they enhance the competitiveness of Alabama Grown Specialty Crops. 

*NOTE Definition of Specialty Crops- Fruits and Vegetables, Tree Nuts, Christmas Trees, Nursery, Green House and Sod, Herbs, Dried Fruit and Floriculture.

Applicants are encouraged by USDA/AMS and the Alabama Department of Agriculture & Industries to submit proposals that focus on the following:

· Increasing child and adult nutrition knowledge and consumption of Specialty

Crops

· Improving efficiency and reducing costs of distribution systems

· Development of “Good Agricultural Practices”/ “Good Manufacturing Practices”

· Food Safety

· Developing local and regional food systems and/or improving food access in

underserved communities

· Cost sharing arrangements for funding audits of “Good Agricultural,

Manufacturing and Food Safety” systems for small farmers, packers and

processors

· Specialty Crop Research

· Organic research focusing on conservation and environmental outcomes

· Developing new and improved seed varieties and specialty crops

· Pest and disease control
· Sustainable production practices

· Community Gardens

· Promotion of Alabama Specialty Crops

Proposals MUST show how the project potentially impacts and produce measurable outcomes for the specialty crop industry and/or the public rather than a single organization, institution, or individual. Multi-state partnerships are allowed.
 Applicants can not charge a 10% admin fee as an indirect cost to the grant.

· If funded, projects are asked to purchase supplies and equipment made in the

United States, if possible.
Applicants are encouraged to follow the guidelines within the “application” document specifying how project proposals need to be formatted.
Funding range: $5,000-$25.000
For more information, please contact Hassey Brooks at 334-240-3877 or by email at

Hassey.brooks@agi.alabama.gov.

Applications must be submitted by Friday, May, 16 2014 by 5:00pm (CST) to the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries. Applicants must submit three hard copies and one electronic copy in Microsoft Word by email.
NOTE* The department is not responsible for proposals sent via email

that disappear or are lost in cyber space. Please allow ample time to

ensure that email was received.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: SCBGP-FB is authorized under section 101 of the Specialty Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C. 1621 note) and amended under section 10109 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, Public Law 110-246 (the Farm Bill). SCBGP-FB is currently implemented under 7 CFR part 1291 (published March 27, 2009; 74 FR 13313).  
Alabama Immigration Law Notice:

All applicants must register with E-Verify and provide a copy of their E-verify Memorandum of Understanding to comply with Ala. Code Section 31-13-9.  In addition to the E-verify requirement, all applicants who are applying as an individual must also complete the attached Declaration of Citizenship/Lawful Status to comply with Ala. Code Section 31-13-7.
Please visit the following website to learn further information regarding E-Verify: www.dhs.gov/e-verify
All documentation shall be part of the proposal application package.

